WORDS OF WARNINGS FROM THE PAST—DO WE LISTEN?

By Keith Greer

"For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the
patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope " {Romans 15:4}

Since the Old Testament was written for our learning, we understand the lessons of the
past. Right? Let me give you a few to consider.

"You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in
your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. You shall bind them
as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes." {Deuteronomy 6:7,8} Do we
teach our children the word of God by word and practice? How well do your children know God’s word?

"And who knows whether he will be wise or a fool? Yet he will rule over all my labor in
which I toiled and in which I have shown myself wise under the sun. This also is vanity." {Ecclesiastes
2:19} Solomon told us a long time ago, "we can't take it with us." Do we still doubt it? Some will work and
gain material wealth at the cost of their soul.

"A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger. The tongue of the wise
uses knowledge rightly, but the mouth of fools pours forth foolishness.” {Proverbs 15:1,2} Do we still
allow our anger to control our speech? Whoever is louder is right. Sometimes that's the way we act.

"Pride goes before destruction and a haughty spirit before a fall." {Proverbs 16: 18} When
will man learn that many a downfall can be traced back to pride. Do we admit our wrongs or try to justify
and minimize them?

"Wine is a mocker, Strong drink is a brawler, and whoever is led astray by it is not wise.”
{Proverbs 20:1} Recently in a poll taken among the teenagers of a large city, over 60% had tried some form
of alcohol before their graduation. (I wonder what example the parents of these teen-agers set!)

"Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; Who put darkness for light, and light for
darkness; Who put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes,
And prudent in their own sight!" {Isaiah 5:20,21} We just change the name of the sin and that makes it
right in the eyes of many. Abortion, that is pro-choice, not murder. Homosexuality is an alternate
lifestyle, not sin before God. Mercy killing is compassion not murder. Have we forgotten the words of
Isaiah?

"My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, I
also will reject you from being priest for Me; because you have forgotten the law of your God, I also will
forget your children." {Hosea 4:6} Ignorance will lead people into all types of sin and ungodly teaching.

If you do not believe this to be true, just look at some of the teaching by so called
brethren today: some question the Deity of Christ; some say we cannot all have the same understanding



of the Bible; some do not agree about the fellowship of teachers of errors; and some don't understand
what repentance means concerning adultery!

"But if you do not do so, then take note, you have sinned against the LORD; and be sure
your sin will find you out." {Numbers 32:23} Do we believe that the wrath of God will somehow exempt
us from our disobedience? Could we repeat the sad mistakes of the past again? Unfortunately, many of
God’s people have read and know these stories well — but have they really understood the lessons they
have been taught? We can read these words, see these lessons, yet, go down the same paths- sadly, the
end is the same! Brethren, let us not repeat the history of the past! ***



